It is absurd to claim such striking peculiarity for every part or
people of the globe, 1 claim it for Argentina (not, of course, to the
exclusion of other parts of Ibero-America).
The pampa is a dissolving and a transforming agent, so subtle, so
universal, that it will make of its folk a truly Individual expression
of human spirit: a true culture; or it will dilute them into nothing*
Time is the tragic dimension. In this alternative before Argentina,
time is of the essence. (It is because I feel this, as do my Argentine
friendsj that 1 am hurrying south.) The Nile is the same now as
when it collaborated to create Egypt's religion and art; it does not
move the present-day Felaheen. Palestine has not inspired the
Arabs as it did, ages ago, the eager young Hebrews. The descend-
ants of the Maya, unconscious among the ruins of a supreme art
that was conditioned by their jungle, are not impelled to create
architectural order5 as were their ancestors, within this jungle. If
one element in the creating of a personal culture is the personal
land, another is the specific nubile rrioment in the life of the people.
1 review swiftly some of the essential traits of Argentina. The
country was settled by the same classes of Spaniard, brutal, lustful,
inspired, who followed Cortes to Mexico, Pizarro to Peni3 Valdivia
to Chile. They came In from the new metropolis, Lima, over the
Andes of what is now Bolivia past Paraguay, over the Cfaaco
jungles., down the great rivers; bearing toward Spain the gold and
the silver that gave its name to the Rio de la Plata and to Argen-
tina. Or they sailed in from the Atlantic; and? finding no silver,
spread over the parnpa. Rapidly, the pampa freedom dissolved
their hispanicity, released their dynamic Spanish energy into new
forms. They became distinct in temperament and taste from their
brothers: from lordly and traditional Peru; from conservative, staid
Chile; from tragic Paraguay and Mexico. They were fluid; they
were radical; they were indifferent to the Church; they loved
rebellion and freedom. Also, they were brilliant.
Spain's genius has always been vertical: depth of passion5 height
of mil, acceptance of the tragic and mystic5 rather than adjustment
to earth. In Mexico and Peru, this trait wedded with the vertical
genius of the native cultures and of the native mountains. The
Argentine was horizontal; consonant with earth. But Ms earth was
a broad, infinite land of huge horizons whose uniformity of space
turned it into a mood3 an exquisite meditation.
In the wars for freedom against Spain, the Argentines produced
San Martin, who was a realist and a secular saint; the antithesis of
the mountainous Bolivar, romantic, mystical and lusty. They
produced^ also, the first great school of democratic and socialist
theory in America Hispana; another horizontal application of the
spirit. They produced, with the Uruguayans, the gauche who lived
democracy; the gaucho dictator^ Rosasa who betrayed it.
In the changing modern world3 cattle and wheat became wealth
greater than gold. The Argentine settled down; the landlords on
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